MAKE   THEE   MIGHTIER   YET
alive by artificial feeding, they might as well have been given to
Hungary too. It was not Herr von Ribbentrop's wish, at Vienna,
to give those big Carpathian-Ukrainian towns and railway centres
to Hungary. He showed the Carpathian-Ukrainian envoys a
map on which they were marked as remaining with Carpathian
Ukraine, The pressure of Italy, trying to assert her position as the
protector of Catholic-Fascist Hungary and the friend of Catholic-
Fascist Poland, was too great. He had, for the nonce, to give way.
But Germany was determined, at all costs, to keep that tiny
corridor to the east open, and she succeeded.
A village of 20,000 people, Chust, suddenly found itself the
capital of Carpathian Ukraine, with the spotlight of world
publicity beating on it. You will hear a good deal about Chust in
coming times. It was the remotest place. It had a shoe-factory,
a pork-butcher's shop where you could buy for three-halfpence
a pair of smoking hot and remarkably good sausages, a barber's
with Tussaud-like busts smirking behind the dusty window, a few
gipsy taverns with gipsy girls, the friend of man in Chust, and
wailing music, a main street where the inhabitants surged
languidly to and fro during the afternoon promenade,
The only sign of our modern times in Chust were the great four-
square concrete schools and public buildings which the pro-
gressive Czechoslovak Government, in the twenty years of
Czechoslovak independence, had built, and in front of them geese
quackled to and fro, ox-drawn peasant wagons slowly passed.
Where the Premier of Carpatho-Ukraine has his office a brown
bear was shot in the winter of 1918.
Suddenly, with raiding Polish and Hungarian bands still
infesting the northern and southern frontiers, which you could
almost span with your hand, German envoys arrived in Chust,
a German Consul, h&lf a dozen German newspaper men, Ukrain-
ian emigre patriots who had lived for ten years in Berlin and
seemed well supplied with funds.
The Great Power game had found a new field — the village of
Chust.
Now look at your map and see how the game works out.

